Year 9 Unit: Strange Objects by Gary Crew
Rich Assessment Task 2: Textual Analysis Essay
Task: Students are to write an essay exploring how the construction of the novel has contributed
to their understanding of one of its themes.
They are to pick one of the themes that you have explored within Strange Objects and write a
six-paragraph essay (introduction, four main body paragraphs, conclusion) in which they explain
how their understanding of that theme has been influenced by one or more conventions
employed by Gary Crew. Each main body paragraph should clearly explore an aspect of their
chosen theme and connect it to one or more conventions, providing textual evidence.
An essay planning template is provided in the ‘Informed reaction’ section for Strange Objects on
the Reading Australia website to assist students in planning their essay.
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Productive mode: Students understand how to use a variety of language features to create different levels of meaning. In
creating texts, students demonstrate how manipulating language features and images can create innovative texts.
Students create texts that respond to issues, interpreting and integrating ideas from other texts. They edit for effect, selecting
vocabulary and grammar that contribute to the precision and persuasiveness of texts and using accurate spelling and
punctuation.
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Receptive mode: By the end of Year 9, students analyse the ways that text structures can be manipulated for effect. They
analyse and explain how images, vocabulary choices and language features distinguish the work of individual authors.
They evaluate and integrate ideas and information from texts to form their own interpretations. They select evidence from the
text to analyse and explain how language choices and conventions are used to influence an audience.
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Student comment and self assessment:
For example: What goals did you set yourself? How successful have you been, do you think, with this assignment? What was
most difficult or most enjoyable?
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Teacher comment:

Please see Year 9 English Portfolio Samples for At, Below and Above Year 9 Standard:
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Curriculum/F-10#level=9
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