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Task for Past the Shallows

Defining character

Consider this definition of character from English Textual Concepts

Character is traditionally viewed as a description of a fictional person. As a construct, it
is made up of verbal or visual statements about what that fictional person does, says
and thinks and what other fictional characters and the author of the text say about him
or her. The reader, listener or viewer fleshes out these statements to imagine a
person-like character, sufficiently individualised and coherent to establish the sense of
an identity. In this way, representation of a ‘real’ person invites personal identification
and judgements about the character’s morality and value to their society. This kind of
analysis can contribute to shaping one’s own sense of a moral and ethical self and so
becoming a way of enculturation.

Characters may also be created and/ or read as representations of ideas, of groups of
people or of types that serve a function in a narrative genre. Questions of
characterisation then focus on the ways a character is constructed both by the
responder and the composer and its function in the text.

By the time they begin to study English and Literature at senior levels, students should be
able to go beyond the discussion of characters as real people and start to understand
characters as representations. The definition moves from the idea of character to
characterisation as in this diagram.
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http://englishtextualconcepts.nsw.edu.au/content/character

