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Task for Songs That Sound Like Blood 
A model response for Activity 2: Location and traditional owners 

Four facts and one map (with reference details) about the location and traditional owners: 

1. The Nukunu people are a group of Indigenous Australians who inhabited the coastal 

region of South Australia around the Spencer Gulf. It includes the eastern side of 

Spencer Gulf from north of the mouth of the Broughton River and the vicinity of Crystal 

Brook, northward to Port Augusta; east to Melrose, Mount Remarkable, Gladstone, and 

Quorn – at Baroota. 

2. The Nukunu people refer to themselves as ‘snake people’. 

3. Songlines, sometimes called dreaming tracks, crisscross Australia and trace the 

journeys of ancestral spirits as they created the land, animals and lore. Urumbulla is a 

significant and continuing storyline for the Nukunu people. It is one of the longest 

storylines and runs from Port Augusta right through to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

4. The region Port Augusta has significant tourist attractions including the Australian Arid 

Lands Botanical Gardens and The Flinders Ranges. 

Maps: The AITSIS Map of Aboriginal Australia or Google Maps Spencer Gulf South Australia 

Three facts about the timeline and process of colonisation of the chosen area. 

Port Augusta: 

1. Originally a central point in the lives of Aboriginal people, featuring in their verse and 

stories and included sacred sites. It was abundant in wildlife, food supplies and 

waterholes. 

2. First navigated by Matthew Flinders in 1802. Settlers actively began farming in 1804, 

although the first pastoral leases were not granted until 1851.  

3. Was named Port Augusta, after Lady Augusta Young, the wife of Governor Young who 

selected the site as a depot for imports and exports in 1952. 

Three questions that have not been addressed by the resources (e.g. What physical traces 

remain on the land, such as art or canoe trees? Was this a site of any massacres?) 

1. The resources refer to ‘clashes’ between the white settlers and the Aboriginal people. 

What form did these clashes take? 

2. What happened to the significant tree (whose spirits were the protectors of the seven 

sisters, the Umawara lake and the region around Port Augusta) from the songline? 

3. How many Nukunu people still live in the region? 

One statement about the relevance of this location and the traditional owners to the ideas 

explored in Songs that sound like blood 

Young people in Port Augusta have limited opportunities for employment and education and 

often have to seek opportunities beyond the town. Roxy travels to Adelaide to further her 

career and education. In doing so, she is leaving her family. In Aboriginal communities, family 

ties are very strong. This connection to family is explored in Songs that sound like blood. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broughton_River_(South_Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal_Brook,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal_Brook,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melrose,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Remarkable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gladstone,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quorn,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baroota,_South_Australia
http://www.aalbg.sa.gov.au/
http://www.aalbg.sa.gov.au/
https://www.portaugusta.sa.gov.au/page.aspx?u=825
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Spencer+Gulf/@-33.8916595,134.6176042,7z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6aafa3b69a3c015b:0xeac530aab5c115d5!8m2!3d-34.3036498!4d136.9805103
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One statement explaining how the title of the novel may relate to Aboriginal history and 

British colonisation of this local area and Australia more broadly. 

Songs that sound like blood reflects the ongoing struggle of Aboriginal people for equal 

rights including access to education. Roxy uses her music to express her political position and 

to protest funding cuts, and inequitable opportunities for Aboriginal people. 
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/senior-secondary-curriculum/english/essential-english/?unit=Unit+3

