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Poetic device Definition Effect Example 
Repetition The purposeful reuse of 

words and phrases. 
Reinforces words and ideas, makes them memorable 
and leaves a lasting impression. Makes writing more 
self-contained. 

“I hate that drum’s discordant sound, 
Parading round, and round, and round” 
 
“Why did a great lord find me out 
And praise my flaxen hair? 
Why did a great lord find me out 
To fill my heart with care?” 

Hyperbole                          

 

A figure of speech, which 
involves an exaggeration of 
ideas for the sake of 
emphasis. 

It emphasises the idea and makes it seem more 
important or drastic than it really is. 

“I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.” 
 
“I have a million things to do today.” 
 

Imagery Words that appeal to the 
senses 

Creates vivid mental pictures and evokes ideas, 
feelings and atmosphere by appealing to the senses 
(sight, smell, taste, touch, and sound).  

“On the river bank, 
bees drizzle over 
hot white rhododendrons” 
 
“Sudden successive flights of bullets streak the silence. 
Less deadly than the air that shudders black with snow,” 

Rhetorical question  A question that does not 
expect an answer.  

Plants a question in the reader’s mind and then 
guides them towards the answer they want them to 
reach. Makes a deeper impression upon the reader 
than a direct statement would. 

“My name? Where am I coming from? Where am I going?” 
 
“Why do you care what class I’m from? 
Does it stick in your gullet like a sour plum?” 
 

Emotive language Words and phrases that 
cause an emotional response 
in the reader. 

Plays on the reader’s feelings, gets them to think or 
feel in a certain way according to author’s intentions.  

“And burning towns, and ruined swains, 
And mangled limbs, and dying groans, 
And widows’ tears, and orphans’ moans” 

 


