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Task for The Rabbits 
Visual literacy – how do we 'read' an image? 

Have you ever heard the saying a picture is worth 1000 words? Illustrators and 
photographers use images to tell stories. What might appear to be a very simple 
image at first, may actually contain a considerable depth of meaning. Every image 
you see has been carefully planned in order to convey the author's purpose. Often 
images are also allegorical!  

The following techniques are commonly used in visual texts: 

Angles  What is the camera angle? e.g. close-up, point of view. How does 
this affect what we see and how we feel about it?  

Colour  How is colour used in the image? Why were these colours chosen? 
What effect do the colours chosen have on the viewer? Consider the 
mood of the image. 

Context The cultural, historical, social, situational and personal 
circumstances in which a text is composed and responded to. 

Gaze Offer: the character/subject is looking at something in the image 
which makes us look towards it too.  

Demand: the character/subject is gazing directly at the viewer to 
establish a connection.  

What type of look is the character giving? Where is their gaze 
directed? What does this say?  
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Gesture What type of gestures is the character giving? e.g. waving, 
beckoning. What is communicated by these gestures? 

Point of 
view  

 
How the shot is framed in reference to the viewer or a character. 
Does the shot take the character’s point of view or is the audience 
placed level with, above or below the characters/objects/action? 
 

Positioning  

 
How the shot is framed in reference to the viewer or a character. 
Does the shot take the character’s point of view or is the audience 
placed level with, above or below the characters/objects/action? 
 

Salience The part that your eyes are first drawn to in the image. Features 
such as the placement, colour, image and size determine what the 
salient image is. This is generally the most important or powerful 
element of the image.  

Symbols/ 
Symbolism  

Symbols represent an object, action, idea or concept e.g. a dove is a 
symbol of peace. 

Text  Words used within images to convey a literal or figurative message. 
Consider the font, colour, size, weight, etc. of the text, where and 
how often it has been used and the meanings of the words actually 
used. 

Vectors  Composers deliberately direct our reading path through the vectors. 
This could be in the form or a road or characters. Can you see the 
major lines in the image? How do the lines create reading paths for 
our eyes? 

 
 


