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Visual Literacy Technique They Came by Water The Landing of Captain Cook at Botany Bay, 1770 

Angles  

What is the camera angle e.g. close up, 
point of view? How does this affect 
what we see and how we feel about it? 

  

Colour  

How is colour used in the image? Why 
were these colours chosen? What effect 
do the colours chosen have on the 
viewer? Consider the mood of the 
image. 
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Context  

What is the historical context of this 
image? How do you know? 

  

Gaze  

Is there a demand or offer gaze? What 
type of look is the character giving? 
Where is their gaze directed? What 
does this say?  

  

Gesture  

What types of gestures are the 
characters giving e.g. waving, 
beckoning? What is communicated by 
these gestures? 
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Point of view/ Positioning 

Does the shot take the character’s point 
of view? Or is the audience placed level 
with, above or below the 
characters/objects/action? 

 

  

Salience  

What part of the image are your eyes 
first drawn to? Why might this be the 
salient point?  

  

Symbols/Symbolism  

Which of the human-made things might 
have a symbolic meaning? 
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Text  

Where are the names of the author and 
the illustrator located? Where is the 
title located? Consider the font, size and 
placement. Why might they be located 
where they are? 

 

 

 

 

 

Vectors  

Composers deliberately direct our 
reading path through the vectors. This 
could be in the form or a road or 
characters.  Can you see the major lines 
in the image? How do the lines create 
reading paths for our eyes? 

  

 

 

 


