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Task for The Simple Gift 
Annotating a poetry reading 

Read the passage using these annotations to guide your voice. 

Then use it as a model to annotate another chapter poetry reading. 

 

 

 

With rising pitch deliver 
‘but it does head west’ to 

highlight Billy’s 
hopefulness, despite his 

current situation. 

 

 
 

‘in the rain / in the dirt of 
this bloody road’ should 

be spoken with irritation. 

 

 

A sarcastic tone can be 
used for the imagined 

communication from Billy 
to his father to indicate 
that the request is not 

going to be well-received 
or possible. 

 

 

 

A strong pause following 
‘No.’ before continuing 

with, ‘I can’t go back’ 
indicates Billy’s resolve to 

leave Bendarat. 

 

 

 

→ 

 

 

 

 

→ 

 

 

 

 

→ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

→ 

The Great Western Highway  

is not much of a highway,  

not great at all,  

but it does head west,  

which is where I’m going  

if one of these damn cars  

will only stop and give me a ride.  

Two hours in the dark  

in the rain  

in the dirt of this bloody road  

is not getting me anywhere.  

What to do?  

Go home?  

‘Say Dad,  

I still want to leave  

but I couldn’t get a lift  

so one more night  

that’s OK with you isn’t it?’  

He’d be sober because I stole  

his beer  

his champagne.  

No. I can’t go back. 

 

 

← 

 

 

← 

 

 

 

 

 

 

← 

 

 

 

 

 

 

← 

Slow the pace and draw 
out the pronunciation of 
each word in the line ‘not 
great at all’ to indicate 
Billy’s dissatisfaction with 
his surroundings. 

 

Use an emphatic tone 
when delivering ‘damn 
cars’ to highlight Billy’s 
frustration with his 
hitchhiking attempt. 

 

 

 

Use an incredulous tone 
in delivering the rhetorical 
question ‘Go home?’ to 
highlight Billy’s skepticism 
that going home is a 
viable option. 

 

 

 

The indented lines ‘his 
beer / his champagne’ 
should be read with an 
emphasis on ‘his’ to 
highlight the fact that the 
father is an alcoholic. 
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