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Task for How to Bee 
Check your understanding 

Me and AJ 

1. How would you describe Peony’s relationship with Gramps? Find an example of this. 
2. Why did Pomegranate (Pomz) trip Peony? 
3. Research the origin and meaning of Peony’s name. Identify three personality traits you 

think Peony will have in the novel. 

The New Bees 

1. What destroyed the bees? 
2. What does the sentence, ‘One tiny bee could do the work of twenty kid bees every 

day’ (p. 9) tell us? 
3. ‘“Yay, Aaj,” I say but my voice is croaky. I run’ (p. 11). Why does Peony have a croaky 

voice and why does she run away? 

Apricot Slices 

1. What is Peony’s job as a pest? What would happen if there were no pests? 
2. Draw a diagram of the farm’s circles as described on p. 14. Think about the circle of a 

person living in the city. Draw a diagram of what you think a city circle may look like. 

Super-Cherries 

1. Why do you think this chapter is titled ‘Super-Cherries’? 
2. How does AJ treat Peony in comparison to the other bees? 

A Foreman One Day 

1. Why do the pests and the bees fight the cockies? 
2. What will happen to the families and people on the farm if there is no fruit? 
3. How do we know that the foreman likes Peony? 

Full of Tired Talk 

1. What are the clues on pp. 22 and 23 that Rosie (Peony’s mother) is tired and sad? 
2. What clues tell us that Gramps, Marigold and Peony all love Rosie and want her to 

come home? 
3. Mangojoy has a ‘cherry-blossom mouth’, whereas Applejoy has a ‘face puckered like a 

burr on a tree trunk’. Explain what these descriptions tell us about the two brothers. 

Red Shoes 

1. Think of three reasons the foreman says, ‘don’t you take that little girl to the city’ (p. 
29). 
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Real Cookies 

1. ‘I go to Ma already asleep in my bunk, and lean in and kiss her cheek. It’s salty wet’ (p. 
34). Why, do you think, has Rosie been crying? 

2. Why does Rosie work in the city? 

Talking to Bitumen 

1. What does the title of this chapter mean? 
2. How do you think Rosie would be feeling on her bus trip back to the city? 

Good Puppy 

1. Why does Peony say, ‘I know it’s my fault but I keep telling myself I don’t care’ (p. 41)? 
2. Find a sentence that shows the bees and pests are all exhausted. 
3. When Peony causes Pomz’s tissue paper to flutter, is she being unkind? Explain. 

Ma Broke Her 

1. How does Ma break Marigold? 
2. How is Rosie’s boyfriend described? Identify three examples. 
3. ‘“I was happy!” I growl’ (p. 49). What does this tell us about Peony and her feelings 

when she is kidnapped and removed to the city? 

Wide Yellow Sea 

1. Draw a table with three columns labelled ‘Peony’, ‘Danny (The Ape)’ and ‘Rosie’. List at 
least five verbs used for each character. What do you notice about these verbs? 

2. What is the ‘wide yellow sea’? 
3. Why does Peony feel like the ‘wide yellow sea tricked me’ (p. 54)? 

The Raggy People 

1. Who are the ‘raggy people’?  Where do they come from? 
2. ‘“There it is!” Ma says, like it’s a pretty flower or a perfect fruit’ (p. 55). What does this 

tell us about Rosie’s feelings for the city? How do they compare to Peony’s feelings 
about the farm and being a bee? 

We Don’t Belong 

1. Describe how the city is different to what Peony has experienced. 
2. Why does Peony say, ‘We don’t belong here’ (p. 63)? 
3. What do Peony’s actions tell us about her character when she stands up to ‘The Ape’? 

A Promise is a Promise  

1. What do we learn about Peony’s character and keeping her promise? 
2. Why was it important that Peony kept her promise?  
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Clumsy Feet 

1. Identify and explain two examples of how Peony sees this new world. 
2. Is Peony clumsy? Explain your answer. 

The Beetle-Haired Girl 

1. Is a beetle a pest? 
2. Why do you think Esmeralda is described as a ‘beetle-haired girl’ (p. 73)? 
3. Think about Peony seeing her Ma speaking to Esmeralda on p. 74. How do you think 

Peony might feel? Why? 

The Delicate Flower 

1. Peony is surprised by the adults calling Esmeralda a ‘delicate flower’ (p. 76). Why do 
the adults call her ‘delicate’? 

2. What does Rosie say to Peony to threaten her? Why does she make this threat? Does 
Peony believe this could happen? 

Soup Bones 

1. How do Peony’s feelings and behaviour change after Ma threatens her? Why? 

My Grandmother’s Name 

1. What are the questions Peony asks Esmeralda? 
2. What are some questions Esmeralda could ask Peony in return? Think of three. 

Burglars and Bad People 

1. What reason does Esmeralda give for burglars breaking in? 
2. Who is a bad person in the story? What makes them bad? 
3. Can a bad person change and become good? 

Creek Road 

1. How might Esmeralda feel when she realises that she does not have an exact 
address? Which clues did you use from the text to help you determine this? 

Burning Hot 

1. Why is Peony ‘burning hot’ (p. 100)? 

We are Better Than a Team 

1. What are the reasons Peony gives her Ma to return to the farm? 
2. Why does Rosie not listen to Peony? 
3. What does ‘Ivy knocks it back like a starving cocky’ (p. 104) tell us about her character? 

Think about the reference to cockies on p. 17. Why might Ivy be compared to a cocky? 
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Slide Like Tractor Oil 

1. Does Esmeralda trust Peony? How do you know? 

That Beautiful Sign 

1. Why is ‘Jonagold’ an interesting choice of name for the chauffeur? What do you think 
Jonagold’s story is? 

2. How are Peony and Esmeralda both connected to Goulburn Valley Farms (p. 112)? 

Walk Like a Queen 

1. How does the description of the fruit on p. 114 show Peony’s amazement and delight 
at what she sees? 

2. What is Esmeralda’s connection to bees? Why might she feel brave and confident to 
walk into the school despite being afraid? 

Broken Hearts 

1. Esmeralda and Peony are very different but also the same. Esmeralda’s grandfather 
died of ‘a broken heart’ (p. 121). How is Peony’s Gramps similar to Esmeralda’s 
grandfather? 

Knives and Forks in a Row 

1. Explain what Rosie means by ‘this is a tough old world to be poor in’ and how this 
influences her actions and behaviour. 

2. Explain what Peony means by ‘we’re not poor, Ma’ and how this influences her actions 
and behaviour. 

The Amazing Ez 

1. How does Peony help Ez to be ‘amazing’? 

Under the Wide Blue Sky 

1. Describe Ez’s changing feelings about being outside in the garden. Why do you think 
this happens? 

Passionfruit Cake 

1. Ez is described as ‘laughing like a kookaburra’ (p. 140). What does this comparison 
show us about her character? 

The Picnic 

1. Esmeralda says ‘We’s wild!’ (p. 143). What does this show us about her changing 
character from the ‘beetle-haired girl’ to her behaviour now? 
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Halfway 

1. What do we find out about Peony’s changing character in this new place on p. 148?  
2. ‘Keeping promises can be hard sometimes’ (p. 150) – what promises have been made 

in the story? Is it always easy to keep a promise? 

Her Grandmother’s Walk 

1. Esmeralda is very brave in her actions but freezes. How do we know that Peony is a 
good friend by her response? 

2. If you had to give Peony three items to take with her on her journey home, would you 
give Peony the same items that Esmeralda did, or anything different? Why? 

Look at the Magic 

1. Do the adults still see Esmeralda as a ‘delicate flower’? Explain. 
2. ‘Talk of bees just brings my problems crowding round me like hungry raggy people’ 

(p. 161) – what are Peony’s problems and who are the raggy people in her world? 

Sorry Sad 

1. This scene is heartbreaking and very ‘sorry sad’. What does Peony realise in this 
chapter about the situation with Ma, Danny and her life on the farm? 

2. What would you say to Peony if you were in Ivy’s position? 

Laughing Like a Kookaburra 

1. Summarise the key points of the plan for Peony to escape. 

Jiggling and Worrying 

1. Describe what Peony feels, sees, smells, hears and tastes as she makes the return 
journey to the farm. 

Sweet Honey Girl 

1. Describe the ordeal that Peony had to endure to get back to the farm.  
2. Peony is described as a ‘sweet honey girl’ (p. 178). What does this mean? 

Ain’t Enough to go Round 

1. Describe the season in this chapter. How does it link to the chapter title? 
2. What are Pomz’s hopes and dreams for her future? How might these be similar to Ivy, 

Jonagold and Rosie’s dreams? 

The Long Black Car 

1. Describe Peony and Esmeralda’s delight in seeing each other after such a long time.  
2. Why does Jonagold say, ‘Bye, Miss Peony Bee’ (p. 190)? 
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Sun-Bleached Bones 

1. This is a very sad chapter in which Lily, AJ’s mum, dies. What are the clues that show 
this is a sad time? E.g. ‘The winter drags its cold feet over our land, too lazy to move 
on’ (p. 191). 

Paper Flowers 

1. What do Peony’s actions with the flowers tell us about her personality and treatment 
of her friends? 

Big as a Queen 

1. Peony dreams of being a foreman. The foreman is described as ‘good with people … 
gruff as a wild billy goat … sweet as a cherry blossom’ (p. 198). Think of an example 
where Peony is all of these things in the novel. Do you think Peony would make a 
good foreman? Explain the reason for your choice. 

The Best Surprise 

1. What is the surprise? Why is it described as the ‘best’? 

Lavender 

1. How do you think Lavender’s story differs to Rosie’s story? 

Honey Baby 

1. Explain why Peony is disheartened when she first hears that real bees are being re-
introduced. 

2. Explain the meaning of this chapter’s title. Is it just about the name of the new baby? 

ACELA1763   ACELT1619   ACELT1621   ACELT1619   ACELT1621   ACELT1622   ACELY1721   
ACELY1723   ACELY1725 
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