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Introduction



Biographical information

• Born London, England in 1956

• Migrated to Sydney, Australia in 1960

• Attended schools in the western suburbs of Sydney

• Was a shy, solitary child and spent a lot of time alone in the natural world 

• Has written poetry since age 17

• Bachelor of Arts degree from UTS

• Has worked in offices, libraries, schools, as a bush regenerator, and as a teacher of poetry at 
post-graduate level at the University of Sydney

• Has won many prizes for her poetry, including the Philip Hodgins Memorial Medal for 
excellence in literature and the Christopher Brennan Award for lifetime achievement in poetry 

• Member of the Literature Board of the Australia Council 2001–2004

• Poetry editor of Meanjin 2005–2015

• Married to the poet Stephen Edgar



About the text

• This text brings together poems published over a thirty-year period, 
including some that have never been published before (like the title 
poem, ‘Sun Music’).

• It contains an excellent ‘Author’s Note’ in which Judith Beveridge 
shares her connection with nature, her reasons for writing poetry, 
aspects of the way she crafts her poems and her love of language. 

• Her love of nature is evident, as is her sense of wonderment at the 
world around her and at the capacity of language to capture this.

• She describes herself as both a ‘lyrical’ and a ‘dramatic’ poet.



Key concerns 

Commentators on Judith Beveridge’s poetry note a 
remarkable consistency of key concerns across her 
body of work. These include:

• the natural world/environmentalism

• life in regional Australia

• intercultural understanding

• social justice/equality

• human dignity and resilience

• love and family

• life, death, loss, mourning

• animal rights

• humans in their environments/societies

• the transformative and redemptive power of 
nature



Key stylistic 
characteristics

Similarly, Judith Beveridge’s work has distinctive 
stylistic qualities that may be seen time and time 
again as we read through her work, such as:

• use of dichotomy

• unusual, unpredictable and witty similes and 
metaphors

• soundscapes (and other strongly evocative 
sensory language)

• distinctive colour palettes

• use of listing

• use of precise naming

• well-researched factual detail

• musicality of language (and use of musical 
imagery)

• reverence for the landscape

• respect for the dignity of human and animal 
subjects

• playfulness with language



The four 
poems 
chosen for 
close study

‘Bahadour’
‘The 

Domesticity 
of Giraffes’

‘Sun Music’ ‘Herons at 
Dusk’



‘Bahadour’

Royalty free image by Anja🤗🤗#helpinghands #solidarity#stays 
healthy🙏🙏
Downloaded from Pixabay

An observational poem about a child 
worker in India who takes a few 
minutes out of his day to experience 
the joy of kite flying.

https://pixabay.com/users/cocoparisienne-127419/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2887483
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2887483


‘The Domesticity of Giraffes’

Royalty free image by Thandy Yung
Downloaded from Unsplash

A poem about the plight of giraffes 
leading a lonely, captive existence in 
the zoo.

https://unsplash.com/@thandyung?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/giraffe-taronga?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


‘Sun Music’

Royalty free image by Steve Buissinne
Downloaded from Pixabay

Paired dramatic monologues 
expressing the transformative and 
redemptive solace to be found in 
close observation of the natural world.

https://pixabay.com/users/stevepb-282134/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=995779
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=995779


‘Herons at Dusk’

Royalty free image by Beverly Buckley
Downloaded from Pixabay

A meditative poem in the lyric 
tradition that expresses the persona’s 
sense of tranquillity while observing 
the movements of wild herons.  

https://pixabay.com/users/Buntysmum-5497946/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4253685
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4253685


Other poems recommended for wider reading
Poems about social justice, class, 

equality, struggle

Poems with eco-critical concerns: 
animals and our interaction with 

them

Poems about love, family, loss, 
mourning

Poems expressing a celebration of 
nature

Poems selected for close study

‘Bahadour’ ‘The Domesticity of Giraffes’ ‘Sun Music’ ‘Herons at Dusk’

Other poems with similar focuses

‘Tarepati’ ‘To My Neighbour’s Hens’ ‘Hymnal / Wild Bees’ ‘River Music’

‘Man Washing on a Railway Platform 
Outside Delhi’

‘A Panegyric for Toads’ ‘Revisiting the Bay’ ‘Hawkesbury Egret’

‘The Dung Collector’ ‘The Aquarium’ ‘Woman and Child’ ‘Orb Spider’

‘The Pest Inspector’ ‘The Caterpillars’ ‘The Shark’ ‘Flying Foxes, Wingham Brush’

‘Rory’ ‘Camel’ ‘Yachts’ ‘Spittle Beach’



Listen to Judith 
Beveridge reading 
some of her poems 
aloud…

• ‘Bahadour’
• ‘The Domesticity of Giraffes’
• ‘Man Washing on a Railway Platform Outside Delhi’
• ‘Yachts’
• ‘The Caterpillars’

https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/bahadour-1795
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/domesticity-giraffes-1787
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/man-washing-railway-platform-broutside-delhi-1790
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/yachts-1792
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/poems/caterpillars-1789


Some useful 
terminology

Research/discuss the meaning of the 
following terms:

• Observational poetry

• Dramatic monologue as poetic 
form

• Lyric poetry

• Poetic persona
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