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Task for Sun Music 
Notes on ‘Herons at Dusk’ 

This is a lyric poem with a confessional voice, following in the tradition of Romantic lyric 
poetry. It expresses a profound peace to be found in nature, especially by observing and 
meditating upon the herons and their behaviour. 

Sound and movement are important in this poem (its soundscape is very rich – another key 
characteristic of Beveridge’s work – and descriptions of birds’ movements have a beautiful 
precision). Conversely (and significantly), their opposites are also important, i.e. silence and 
stillness. This contrast is effective in moving towards and highlighting the endpoint of utter 
stillness at which the poem arrives. 

There are also visual images of great beauty and grace, often employing the technique of 
synaesthesia: for example, ‘the light runs down the sky / like bluing’ (visual/tactile); ‘whipbirds 
set acoustic / flares’ (auditory/visual). 

Notice the following 

• the sense of immediacy created from the opening words ‘This is’ and the continued 
use of present tense throughout (cf. Coleridge’s ‘Frost at Midnight’) 

• anthropomorphism – for example, attributing to the herons a ‘fastidious’ need to ‘get 
right’ the ‘punctilio’ 

• comparison of the herons to various humans with a special capability for stillness: ‘like 
tai chi performers’; ‘as a seiner with a marlinespike’ (a seiner is a fisherman who uses a 
net called a seine, and a marlinespike is a tool used for marine ropework/mending 
nets – so this image captures two silent, meditative activities) 

• long phrases and extensive enjambment, creating a calm mood for the majority of the 
poem. Find places where, in reading the poem aloud, the pace slows even more due 
to the proximity of repeated sounds: for example, ‘step deftly’; ‘stand twinned to its 
reflection’. 

• the sound of the final stanza: read it aloud and note the cluttered sibilance and the 
resulting disruption to the previously slow, smooth rhythm; inclusion of words like 
‘slapstick’ and ‘vaudevillian’, noting the jarring caesura after ‘slapstick’; and the 
contrast that is being expressed here between the herons and the other birds. Note 
that there is a speeding up and chaotic momentum towards the end, before the final 
moment when peace is achieved. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/glossary-terms/lyric
http://www.literarydevices.com/synesthesia/#:%7E:text=When%20used%20as%20a%20literary,as%20thick%20as%20a%20forest.%E2%80%9D
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43986/frost-at-midnight
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/glossary-terms/anthropomorphism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/punctilio
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/glossary-terms/enjambment
https://literarydevices.net/sibilance/
https://www.britannica.com/art/slapstick-comedy
https://www.britannica.com/art/vaudeville
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/glossary-terms/caesura
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