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Task for Sun Music 
Notes on ‘The Domesticity of Giraffes’ 

This is a free verse observational poem with longish stanzas. It examines, from a 
compassionate standpoint, the constraints within which captive giraffes live, and the 
monotony and loneliness of their existence. 

The poem makes clever use of juxtaposition, with some images of true freedom in the natural 
world (Stanza 2) juxtaposed with constricting and stifling images of man-made things. 

Tactile imagery is especially significant in this poem, with a motif of hardness developed 
through the depiction of harsh man-made materials (e.g. wire, concrete, a leather strap, paved 
ground and telegraph poles), alongside negative and painful diction such as ‘bruised’, 
‘loneliness’, ‘cripple’, ‘stark’, ‘stained’, ‘dying’, ‘agony’ and ‘bitter’. 

Some other things to note 

• the alliteration of the ‘l’ sound in the first stanza (‘languorously’, ‘leather’, licks’, 
‘loneliness’), slowing the pace and establishing a mood of monotony, as well as 
focusing on the motif of constant licking 

• other instances of alliteration and assonance that have the effect of stretching out the 
pace – for example, ‘loneliness of smoke’ 

• how even ‘natural’ images are tainted by comparison with the man-made – ‘framed in 
a leafy bonnet ... balloon-bobbing in trees’ 

• use of oxymoron: ‘paved garden’; ‘sensual agony’ 

• the giraffe’s name, ‘Miss Marigold’, a diminutive and diminishing title contrasting with 
the grandeur of the ‘slim bird just before flight’ in the previous stanza. 

In dealing with the slightly confronting final image, it is important to understand that male 
giraffes in the wild taste the females’ urine to determine readiness for mating. So this female 
giraffe’s action goes against nature, a sign of her dehydration, discomfort and desperation, 
and a metaphor for her captivity as a disruption of what nature intended. 

Notice the effect of Beveridge’s renowned research and attention to factual detail (especially 
regarding animals and the natural world), but also the lyricism and linguistic cleverness with 
which she brings these facts to light. 

https://literarydevices.net/juxtaposition/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/glossary-terms/oxymoron
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lyricism
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