
 
 

Task for Sun Music © AATE 2021 

Task for Sun Music 
Piper handout: notes and questions 

View some or all of Alan Barillaro’s award-winning short film Piper and consider the following 
connections with Judith Beveridge’s poetry: 

• the similarity of subject matter (natural setting, coastal environment, birds) 

• the celebration of the beauty of natural features 
• the finely wrought visual details, such as the beautiful rendering of the feathers, grains 

of sand, water and bubbles (similar to Beveridge’s meticulous attention to factual and 
descriptive detail) 

• the importance of sound design, with a sharply realised, naturalistic soundscape 
(similar to the use of sound and sound effects in Beveridge’s poetry) 

• some use of anthropomorphism, connecting the animals’ experiences with human 
ones (similar to Beveridge’s empathy with her animal subjects and attribution of 
emotion to them) 

• the framing of shots, with close-ups on aspects of the landscape and an intent focus 
on the young bird as a subject (similar to Beveridge’s poetry of close and sustained 
observation) 

Think about how mode, medium and form shape responses to texts. Make comparisons 
between forms and notice that short film and poetry have much in common, including an 
observational focus intent on capturing moments in time rather than embarking on a long 
narrative. 

Activity: comparing different texts 

Discuss these questions: 

1. What do a North American animated filmmaker (Alan Barillaro) and an Australian poet 
(Judith Beveridge) have in common? 

2. How might their priorities in creating their respective art forms be similar? 
3. What are they both trying to achieve through art? 
4. What are they both trying to say about the world? 
5. What parallels exist between Beveridge’s use of poetic techniques and Barillaro’s use 

of film techniques? Give examples. 

Now discuss what these two composers would appreciate about each other’s work if they 
read/viewed it. 

Compose the text for an imagined email exchange in which they comment on each other's 
artistic achievements. 

ACELR002   ACELR005   ACELR014 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACELR002
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACELR005
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACELR014

	Task for Sun Music
	Piper handout: notes and questions
	Activity: comparing different texts



