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LIMBERLOST 
STUDY SUMMARY 
This worksheet will help you prepare for your final assessment task. Add your own notes, 
reflections, and textual evidence to each section to consolidate your understanding. 

Themes and ideas 
Reflect on the major themes explored in Limberlost. For each theme, consider how it is developed 
and why it is significant. 

• What are the central themes in Limberlost? 

• How are these themes explored through characters, events, and/or symbols? 

• Are there any tensions or contradictions within these ideas? 

Top tips 

• Start by listing the major themes you have identified in the text. 

• Use bullet points and include brief examples or quotes that illustrate each theme. 

• Write topic sentences that can help you introduce each theme in an analytical text response. 

Context 
Sum up the historical, cultural, social, and environmental contexts that shape the novel. 

• When and where is the novel set? 

• What aspects of Australian history and/or culture are relevant? 

• How does the setting influence the characters and themes? 

Top tips 
Practise incorporating a reference to context when you introduce a key theme or idea. 

Literary techniques 
Identify and analyse the key techniques Robbie Arnott uses to create meaning: 

• Structure 

• Setting 

• Approach to characterisation 

• Narrative perspective and voice 

• Use of parallels and contrasts 

• Language and style 

Top tip 
Create a table or list of examples from the text and a short explanation of their effects.
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Interpretations and theoretical perspectives 
Briefly summarise how different literary theories and genres can be applied to the text. 

• Postcolonialism/decolonialism: are there silences or absences that reflect colonial histories? 

• Eco-literature: How does the novel explore human relationships with nature? 

• Gender theory: What does the text suggest about masculinity or emotional expression? 

Top tip 
One of the best ways to develop and test your understanding is to explain it to others. Develop 
some ideas for this section, then try explaining them to a peer without consulting your notes. 

Key vocabulary and metalanguage 
Make a list of important literary terms, textual vocabulary, and concepts that may be useful for 
writing about Limberlost.  

Top tip 
Create flashcards or a glossary to help you revise key vocabulary. 


