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FIRST NATIONS TEXTS: PRIMARY (F–6) 
 

 

TITLE Benny Bungarra’s Big Bush Clean-Up 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Sally Morgan 
Ambelin Kwaymullina 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360882 

YEAR F 

THEMES friendship, teamwork, the environment 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Big Rain Coming 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Katrina Germein 
Bronwyn Bancroft 

PUBLISHER Penguin Random House Australia 

ISBN 9780143500452 

YEAR F 

THEMES 
Australian identity, belonging, connection to place, First Nations peoples and cultures, 
making predictions, seasons, the Australian outback, weather 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Going to the Footy 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Debbie Coombes 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925936964 

YEAR F 

THEMES community, sport 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 
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TITLE The Lizard Gang 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Kirra Somerville 
Grace Fielding 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781875641895 

YEAR F 

THEMES bravery/courage, friendship, teamwork 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Scaly-tailed Possum and Echidna 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Cathy Goonack 
Marlene, Myron and Katrina Goonack 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248160 

YEAR F 

THEMES Aboriginal stories, connection to place, Dreaming stories, tradition 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Cunning Crow 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Gregg Dreise 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925768862 

YEAR 1 

THEMES belonging, Dreaming stories, First Nations peoples and cultures, identity 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social 
Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Little Bird’s Day 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Sally Morgan 
Johnny Warrkatja Malibirr 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925768923 

YEAR 1 

THEMES 
art, birds, fauna, First Nations peoples and cultures, Indigenous knowledge, nature, 
regional Australia 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE The Little Corroboree Frog 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Tracey Holton-Ramirez 
Angela Ramirez 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248818 

YEAR 1 

THEMES 
belonging, connection to place, family, First Nations peoples and cultures, home, loss, the 
environment 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Two Mates 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Melanie Prewett 
Maggie Prewett 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248450 

YEAR 1 

THEMES Aboriginality, disability, family, friendship 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social Capability 
// Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE When We Go Walkabout 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Rhoda Lalara 
Alfred Lalara 

PUBLISHER Allen & Unwin 

ISBN 9781760631277 

YEAR 1 

THEMES 
agency for self, belonging, cultivating a sense of purpose, family secrets, identity, 
multiculturalism 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Intercultural Understanding // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures, Sustainability 

 

 

TITLE The Eagle Inside 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Jack Manning Bancroft 
Bronwyn Bancroft 

PUBLISHER Hardie Grant Children's Publishing 

ISBN 9781760125271 

YEAR 2 

THEMES Aboriginal stories, belonging, friendship, mentoring, resilience, trust 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Intercultural Understanding, Personal and 
Social Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Mad Magpie 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Gregg Dreise 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360066 

YEAR 2 

THEMES Aboriginal stories, animals, bullying, First Nations peoples and cultures, resilience 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social 
Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Mrs White and the Red Desert 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Josie Wowolla Boyle 
Maggie Prewett 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360578 

YEAR 2 

THEMES desert life, First Nations peoples and cultures, storytelling, teachers, weather 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE The Rainbow Serpent 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Dick Goobalathaldin Roughsey 

PUBLISHER HarperCollins Publishers Australia 

ISBN 9780207174339 

YEAR 2 

THEMES Aboriginal stories, animals, Dreaming/creation stories, First Nations peoples and cultures, storytelling 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Ethical Understanding, Intercultural 
Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Baby Business 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Jasmine Seymour 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925768671 

YEAR 3 

THEMES 
belonging, child-rearing practices, connection to place, diversity, family, First Nations 
peoples and cultures, Indigenous knowledge 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Literacy, Personal and Social Capability // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE My Deadly Boots 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler 
Samantha Campbell 

PUBLISHER Hachette Australia 

ISBN 9780734421456 

YEAR 3 

THEMES 
community, confidence, connections to Country, self-esteem, sport, StoryBox Hub titles, 
the bush 

AC LINKS 
Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social Capability // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Once There Was A Boy 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Dub Leffler 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248375 

YEAR 3 

THEMES forgiveness, friendship, reconciliation 

AC LINKS Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical Understanding, Literacy 

 

 

TITLE Our World: Bardi Jaawi Life at Ardiyooloon 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

One Arm Point Remote Community School 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248238 

YEAR 3 

THEMES Aboriginality, First Nations peoples and cultures, history, language 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Remembering Lionsville 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Bronwyn Bancroft 

PUBLISHER Allen & Unwin 

ISBN 9781760295349 

YEAR 3 

THEMES 
belonging, change, connection to place, culture, family, memory, relationships, respect, 
storytelling 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Welcome to Country 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Aunty Joy Murphy 
Lisa Kennedy 

PUBLISHER Walker Books Australia 

ISBN 9781922244871 

YEAR 3 

THEMES 
connection to place, connection to the natural world, connections to Country, First Nations 
peoples and cultures, respect, the environment 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Histories and Cultures, Sustainability 

 

 

TITLE Wilam: A Birrarung Story 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Aunty Joy Murphy, Andrew Kelly 
Lisa Kennedy 

PUBLISHER Walker Books Australia 

ISBN 9781925381764 

YEAR 3 

THEMES 
animals, connections to Country, First Nations languages, First Nations peoples and 
cultures, flora and fauna, kinship 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social Capability 
// Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Do Not Go Around the Edges 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Daisy Utemorrah 
Pat Torres 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360004 

YEAR 3–4 

THEMES art, First Nations peoples and cultures, life told through story 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Clever Crow 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Nina Lawrence 
Bronwyn Bancroft 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781922142610 

YEAR 4 

THEMES ceremony, First Nations languages, First Nations peoples and cultures, perseverance 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, 
Personal and Social Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Cooee Mittigar 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Jasmine Seymour 
Leanne Mulgo Watson 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925936865 

YEAR 4 

THEMES connection to Country, fauna, First Nations languages, flora, kinship, Songlines 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Mrs Whitlam 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Bruce Pascoe 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925936346 

YEAR 4 

THEMES bravery/courage, family, friendship, identity, prejudice, racism 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Shake A Leg 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Boori Monty Pryor 
Jan Ormerod 

PUBLISHER Allen & Unwin 

ISBN 9781741758900 

YEAR 4 

THEMES 
Aboriginality, Australian Children's Laureates, community life, dance, First Nations peoples 
and cultures 

AC LINKS 
Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Sister Heart 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Sally Morgan 

PUBLISHER Fremantle Press 

ISBN 9781925163131 

YEAR 4 

THEMES belonging, family, friendship, grief, kinship, loss, Stolen Generations 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Stolen Girl 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Trina Saffioti 
Norma MacDonald 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248252 

YEAR 4 

THEMES agency for self, belonging, connection to place, family, home, loss, Stolen Generations 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Free Diving 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Lorrae Coffin 
Bronwyn Houston 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360738 

YEAR 5 

THEMES exploitation, First Nations peoples and cultures, slavery, the past 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Ethical Understanding, Intercultural 
Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE The Girl from the Great Sandy Desert 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Jukuna Mona Chuguna, Pat Lowe 
Mervyn Street 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781922613820 

YEAR 5 

THEMES 
Aboriginality, Australian identity, connection to place, family, First Nations peoples and 
cultures, history, language, relationships, resilience 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE The Incredible Freedom Machines 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Kirli Saunders 
Matt Ottley 

PUBLISHER Scholastic Australia 

ISBN 9781760275235 

YEAR 5 

THEMES books and reading, explorers, freedom, imagination, machines, perseverance 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Literacy, Personal and Social Capability // 
Sustainability 

 

 

TITLE My Girragundji 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Meme McDonald, Boori Monty Prior 

PUBLISHER Allen & Unwin 

ISBN 9781760297107 

YEAR 5–6 

THEMES 
Australian Children's Laureates, bravery/courage, Dreaming stories, First Nations peoples 
and cultures, relationships, resilience, spirituality 

AC LINKS 
Digital Literacy, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Alfred’s War 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Rachel Bin Salleh 
Samantha Fry 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360608 

YEAR 6 

THEMES Anzac Day, belonging, history, identity, isolation, memory, war 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Ethical Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Bindi 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Kirli Saunders 
Dub Leffler 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781922613448 

YEAR 6 

THEMES 
belonging, connection to place, family, First Nations peoples and cultures, home, human 
spirit, identity, Indigenous knowledge, natural disaster, relationships, resilience, the 
environment 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Ethical Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures, Sustainability 

 

 

TITLE Black Cockatoo 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360707 

YEAR 6 

THEMES First nations peoples and cultures, freedom, relationships, respect 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Digital Literacy, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, 
Personal and Social Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Dirrarn 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781922777027 

YEAR 6 

THEMES 
belonging, bravery/courage, bullying, connection to place, connections to Country, family, 
First Nations peoples and cultures, friendship, homesickness, kinship, racism, resilience, 
school 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Fog a Dox 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Bruce Pascoe 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781921248559 

YEAR 6 

THEMES First Nations peoples and cultures, friendship, loneliness, nature, prejudice 

AC LINKS Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy 

 

 

TITLE Sorry Day 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Coral Vass 
Dub Leffler 

PUBLISHER NLA Publishing 

ISBN 9780642279651 

YEAR 6 

THEMES 
assimilation, colonialism, displacement, dispossession, First Nations peoples and cultures, 
government policies, multimodal text, reconciliation, timeline 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social Capability 
// Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Tjarany Roughtail 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Gracie Greene, Joe Tramacchi 
Lucille Gill 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781875641307 

YEAR 6 

THEMES Aboriginality, animals, bullying, identity, jealousy, kinship, language, morality, revenge 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy 
// Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
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TITLE Took the Children Away 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Archie Roach 
Ruby Hunter 

PUBLISHER Simon & Schuster Australia 

ISBN 9781760857219 

YEAR 6 

THEMES 
First Nations languages, First Nations peoples and cultures, reconciliation, speech writing, 
Stolen Generations 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, Personal and Social 
Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Yinti, Desert Child 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Pat Lowe, Jimmy Pike 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925768831 

YEAR 6 

THEMES 
Aboriginality, cultural lore, family, flora and fauna, homesickness, law and order, 
relationships, storytelling 

AC LINKS 
Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy // Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Histories and Cultures 

 

 

TITLE Young Dark Emu 
AUTHOR  
ILLUSTRATOR 

Bruce Pascoe 

PUBLISHER Magabala Books 

ISBN 9781925360844 

YEAR 6 

THEMES 
agriculture, aquaculture, belonging, colonialism, connection to the natural world, culture, 
First Nations peoples and cultures, identity, knowledge, relationships, respect, terra nullius, 
time, tradition, truth 

AC LINKS 
Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding, Literacy, 
Personal and Social Capability // Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures, Sustainability 
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