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02. ‘THE WAY DOWN THE BLOCK’ STYLISTIC FEATURES 

Form/structure 

Indentation 
Many forms of poetry arrange lines according to a particular structure. Indentation offsets certain 
lines, providing emphasis or signaling a change in pace. 

Repetition  
Also known as a refrain. Used in poetry to emphasise and amplify the meaning of certain phrases. It 
can also help to create rhythm, both in written and spoken form. 

Language 

Onomatopoeia  
Refers to words that ‘sound’ like the noises they refer to. By imitating the sound that they describe, 
these words can add imagery, emotion, and a sense of playfulness. 

Alliteration  
The repetition of words that start with the same consonant sound. This can help to create rhythm 
and euphony. 

See also assonance (repetition of vowel sounds) and consonance (resemblance in sequential or 
reversed consonant sounds). 

Imagery 
The creation of specific descriptive detail, often using sensory language. It has a broad range of 
uses, particularly to establish atmosphere or illustrate setting or characters. 

  


